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ADRABA 
Welcome! 
ADRABA is a Ministry inspected Private school which offers year-long courses as 
part of your high school work towards an Ontario Secondary School diploma.  
ADRABA follows all Ontario Ministry guidelines. 
Completing a secondary education is important because it gives you, the student, 
a broad perspective about learning and some insight into what career choice to 
make.  In other words, you are being prepared for the future.  (Incidentally, you are 
required to remain in secondary school until the age of eighteen or obtained an 
Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD).) 

However, if you ask anyone in Leadership, they would say that an ADRABA 
education is even more important because it not only assures the future of you, 
the individual student, as a Jew in Canada, it also guarantees the future of the 
Jewish people here and all over the world.  That’s pretty momentous. 

ADRABA’s Mission 

Overall and Curriculum Goals 
As our mission statement (above) attests, we commit to educating and nurturing 
you, a Jewish teen, toward deep literacy and engagement. We’ve designed every 
aspect of learning at ADRABA to make that happen.  Thus, it’s not only our 
promise, it’s also our plan of action.  
We have designed our courses to engage you and assess your learning through 
various means as outlined in the Ontario Ministry of Education’s “Growing 
Success” document. 
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ADRABA — a reimagined Jewish high school — educates and nurtures Jews 
towards deep literacy and engagement.  

Jewish values, technology and personalized learning support ADRABA’s 
commitment to educational innovation in both Jewish and General Studies, 
empowered student learning, a love of Jewish letters, affordable access and 
sustainable growth.

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/growsuccess.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/growsuccess.pdf
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We have also designed the 
learning experience to help you 
succeed!  Our teachers are here 
to work with you in achieving 
your academic goals and 
developing your full potential.  
We are also here to inspire you 
to engage more meaningfully in 
our people’s traditions, values, 
languages, texts, ideas and 
histories. 

School Organization 
ADRABA offers year-long 
courses beginning in October 
until mid-June.   
Classes take place twice a week 
online via ZOOM and run 
between 60-85 minutes. 

Dr. Dan Aviv is responsible for ensuring the fulfillment of the 
Ministry of Education protocols. He is authorized by the Ontario 
Ministry of Education to grant credit and uphold credit integrity for 
the courses taught at ADRABA.  
In addition to overseeing and managing school affairs and 
curriculum development, he also teaches our courses.   

School Course Calendar 
Every high school in Ontario distributes an annual course calendar, which 
describes the courses offered by the school in the coming year.  
The calendar also provides information on school policies, sets out expectations 
about students’ responsibilities, achievements, and attendance, and outlines the 
school’s code of student conduct. ADRABA’s course calendar can be found on its 
website HERE. If you like, we can mail you a physical copy of the school course 
calendar.

ADRABA’s Code of Conduct (“Kavod Code”) 
Our kehillah is, by definition, an ethical community.   
At ADRABA, we do not believe that ethical behaviour happens on its own.  You 
need opportunities to practice.  The Kavod Code is one example of this.  The 
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lessons of honour (kavod) practicing honesty and never cheating are never truly 
real until you are confronted by the imperative to be honest. 
By attending ADRABA, you are a signatory to the the Kavod Code, which sets the 
tone for your approach to honesty, personal responsibility, and academic 
integrity.you are formally entering into the kehillah.  The Kavod Code stresses the 
notion that you are responsible for looking out for each other and ensuring a level 
academic playing field.   
As part of this kehillah, you are vested with significant trust and freedom.  
However, there are also corresponding rules and expectations that must be 
honoured to preserve that trust and freedom.  This is the most basic social 
contract.  It is a contract between you and your fellow learners.   

In addition, you are expected to: 

• Act safely and responsibly at all times. 

• Respect teachers and all other students. 

• Speak and behave appropriately at all times. 

• Respect school property. 

• Log in to classes on time and attend classes regularly. 

• Place effort into your classwork and complete assignments on time. 
Violation of the Kavod Code or other ADRABA expectations vis-a-vis behaviour 
may result in a verbal warning, suspension, expulsion, and when warranted, the 
contacting of local authorities. 
After an occurrence of misconduct, you will receive a verbal warning.  If the 
misconduct recurs, ADRABA staff will contact the parent/guardians.  After a third 
occurrence, the principal may suspend a student for a maximum of two weeks. 
After a fourth occurrence, the principal will ask that the parent/guardians withdraw 
you from ADRABA, resulting in an expulsion.  
In such a case, no refunds will be given, and you will lose your credit.  
Here are some examples of what might get you suspended from ADRABA. 

Cursing, bullying, uttering threats, excessive talking with peers during class, 
inappropriate usage of cell phones and/or other devices, vandalism, and 
inflicting or encouraging others to causing bodily harm toward others as 
well as persistent unauthorized tardiness and/or absence from class. 

Here are some examples of what might get you expelled from ADRABA. 
Being in possession of, or being under the influence of, alcohol or illegal 
drugs, having possession and/or usage of any weapon, theft, continuing to 
misbehave after ample warnings, a second incidence of plagiarism or 
cheating, or missing from nine ADRABA classes. 
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Attendance Information 
Attendance at ADRABA is determined by various factors that reflect your overall 
progress and academic development. 
Since ADRABA classes are online, attendance is determined in a number of ways. 

• Physical attendance: logged by the teacher. 

• Evidence of recent activity: Is ADRABA seeing evidence of recent student 
participation via asynchronous work? 

• Student logs of their asynchronous work time 
Besides being physically present for synchronous learning, attendance can also be 
measured by logged contacts with ADRABA. For instance, each time the student 
communicates with someone at ADRABA, the conversation is documented and 
logged in the system. The school also looks at the time between the present day 
and the most recent synchronous contact, such as a ZOOM call or SMS (or 
asynchronous contact such as an email), that they’ve had with the student. This is 
one of the only methods of attendance monitoring that can be initiated at 
ADRABA. 
To track recent activity, teachers look at the student’s last completed lesson and 
assessment, and the time between the present day and the most recent tracked 
action.  
One of the most important factors in tracking attendance is the logged daily 
learning hours by the student. Teachers also have the option to edit the hours if 
they believe that the student has not sufficiently participated. These self-reported 
and school-verified hours of attendance are key aspects in determining 
attendance and absence. 
Each session, the teacher will document all attendance (presence, absence, and 
lateness) after the start of learning.  ADRABA’s Office Administrator (or designate) 
will identify the pupils on the classroom list whose parent(s)/guardian(s) have 
already contacted the school or who have arrived late. The Office Administrator 
(or designate) will attempt to follow up with the parent(s)/guardian(s) of each pupil 
who is absent for reasons unknown. The case is escalated to the Principal if a 
student's whereabouts are unknown and the parent(s)/guardian(s) cannot be 
reached or if harm is suspected. The Principal will decide whether to take further 
action, including calling the police or a Children’s Aid Society (CAS). 
In order to contribute to students’ overall academic and personal profiles as well 
as address any issues with prolonged and/or problematic absences, all absences 
and lates will be tracked electronically. 
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You Might Be Late.  What Should You Do? 
If you know you’re going to be late, the sooner you let someone at ADRABA know, 
the better. 
If you know you’re going to be absent, the sooner you let someone at ADRABA 
know, the better. 
The more people you let know (via cc:), the better. 
If you don’t appear for something scheduled, you must have a valid, documented 
reason to account for the absence. 
If the teacher hasn’t started the session when you log in, wait ten minutes then let 
someone at ADRABA know at info@adraba.ca.  You cannot leave after ten minutes.  
That “ten minute rule” is a whole lot of stuff and nonsense.  Check snopes.com 
(https://goo.gl/WZecUK) if you don’t believe me. 
You’re responsible for everything you miss. 
If you arrive late, log in and get situated as quickly and unobtrusively as possible. 
If you need to leave early, you must have some kind of supporting document from 
a parent indicating why early departure is necessary.  Then, when the time arrives, 
log out. 
If you cannot account for an absence or lateness, there might be consequences, 
such as disciplinary action, suspension, removal from a course which might result 
in failing the credit.  At the very minimum, there will be a discussion about it with 
your teacher. 

Late and Missed Assignments 
If you miss an in-class assessment (quiz, test or exam), assuming the reason is 
valid and folks at ADRABA have been notified in advance, you need to work 
something out with your teacher.  Setting up the make-up is at the teacher’s 
discretion. 
Where relevant, provincial regulations apply in the writing of annual written 
examinations or final presentations. 
You are responsible for providing evidence of your learning of the overall 
expectations within the time frame specified by the teacher and in a form 
approved by the teacher.  
Consequences are in place for incomplete assignments, late submissions, and 
missed assignments! 
When in the teacher’s professional judgement it is appropriate to do so, a number 
of strategies may be used to help prevent and/or address late and missed 
assignments. They include:  

• asking you to clarify the reason for not completing the assignment; 

• helping you develop better time-management skills; 
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• helping you prepare a part- or full-year calendar of major assignment 
dates for every class; 

• planning for major assignments to be completed in stages, so that you are 
less likely to be faced with an all-or-nothing situation at the last minute; 

• maintaining ongoing communication with you and/or your parent/guardians 
about due dates and late assignments, and scheduling conferences with 
your parent/guardians  if the problem persists; 

• taking into consideration legitimate reasons for missed deadlines; 

• setting up a student contract; 

• setting up peer tutoring to try to deal positively with problems;  

• holding teacher-student conferences;  

• providing alternative assignments or tests/exams where, in the teacher’s 
professional judgement, it is reasonable and appropriate to do so; 

• deducting marks for late assignments, up to and including the full value of 
the assignment. 

These strategies come from the “Growing Success” Document (2010). 

Plagiarism Policy 
The Kavod Code sakes a clear position vis-a-vis plagiarism and each course 
outline provides guidelines and definitions. 
Before every evaluation is assigned, the teacher reminds students, both verbally 
and in writing, that all student products must be original work.  
If a student submits plagiarized work, or cheats, it is dealt with on an individual 
basis. Was the plagiarism or cheating done accidentally or purposefully?  Was it a 
first-time offence?  What is the grade level and maturity of the student?  What was 
the reason for the behaviour? 
A student may be allowed a second chance, may receive a zero, or a repeat 
offender may be asked to leave ADRABA. Cases are dealt with sensitivity and tact 
and follow a continuum of responses and consequences.  
But just so we’re clear… 

What is Plagiarism? 
Plagiarism involves submitting work to the teacher that is not your own.  When you 
present ideas and words that are someone else's and pass them off as yours, you 
are plagiarizing! 
Plagiarism can include: 

• Using work done by another student. 

• Copying someone else's work or homework 

• Taking another student's work and changing some words 
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• Cutting and pasting material from the Internet and submitting it as yours 

• Copying information from a book, magazine, website, movie, etc. without 
attribution. 

• Leaving out quotation marks for direct quotes 
Teachers can provide guidance and prevent plagiarism by: 

• Defining the term and reminding you of it when setting out an assignment. 

• Providing you with examples of what constitutes plagiarism. 

• Emphasizing the importance of using process skills to arrive at a product. 

• Teaching research skills so you can avoid plagiarizing: note taking, 
paraphrasing, summarizing. 

• Teaching organizational skills: finding and organizing information to build 
understanding of a topic. 

• Teaching you how to make an outline for a report or research essay 

• Having you keep a learning log to reflect on what you learned through the 
process: how research and organizational skills helped with the project; 
how could the product be improved; how can the research and 
organizational skills be improved. 

• Assessing the process steps: notes, outline, drafts, summary, work cited, 
etc. 

• Informing you of the consequences of plagiarism. 
When plagiarism has been detected, the teacher will discuss the matter with you 
promptly and inform the principal of the details. You will receive a zero for the 
assignment because you have not demonstrated achievement of the expectations 
for the assignment. 
There may be other opportunities for you to demonstrate evidence of achievement 
of the expectations of the assignment (e.g. research, organizational, presentation 
skills) during the course. If other opportunities arise, the teacher may choose not 
to factor in zero for the plagiarized assignment in the calculation of the term mark 
You may appeal the teacher's decision to the principal after discussion with the 
teacher.  
This policy is based on the Toronto District School Board’s directives on Academic 
Honesty (PR.613) which can be found HERE. 

What Happens If You Think You’re Failing? 
If you feel that you are struggling in an ADRABA course and are at risk of failing, 
your teacher will provide support and interventions through a variety of means.  
This could involve closely monitoring and tracking your progress, providing 
differentiated instruction to meet your learning needs, providing opportunities for 
meaningful engagement in your own learning and working with your parent/
guardians to support your success.  
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ADRABA wants to ensure your successful completion of a course.  Where you do 
not achieve the curriculum expectations of a course, the principal and teacher, in 
consultation with you and your parent/guardians, will determine what type of 
program would best enable you to meet the expectations and earn credit for the 
course. 
Here’s what we’ll do. 
In very particular instances, where you earn less than a 55% on a test or 
assignment, you may request a chance to retake a test or resubmit an assignment.  
You must also provide an adequate written explanation to both the teacher and the 
principal as to why you believe that you will do better on the reassessment with an 
explanation of why you performed as you did on their original test or assignment. 
It will be the teacher’s sole discretion as to whether you have provided ample 
reason to be allowed to retake a test or complete an assignment. If the teacher 
deems it appropriate, you will be granted a retest.  
In the event of a retest, the average of the two marks will be calculated.  
If you believe that your mark on an assignment or test does not reflect your 
performance, you must file a grievance in writing and submit it to your teacher and 
the principal.  
Your grievances must be written in a respectful tone and clearly explain why you 
believe the grade does not reflect your performance.  
Each grievance will be dealt with on an individual basis. 

Students with IEPs 
ADRABA provides opportunities for students with special needs to achieve 
curriculum expectations set out in the Ontario curriculum policy document. 
Students who have an official IEP (Individual Education Plan) from their home 
school or school board will be accommodated. 
However, we cannot guarantee that all allowances will be accommodated.  
Teachers will ensure students with IEPs are supported through instructional, 
environmental, and assessment accommodations in order for students to succeed 
in the classroom. 
Students must submit an official copy of their IEP to ADRABA, and information in 
the IEP will be shared with the teachers.  
It is highly recommended that a parent/guardian submit their child’s IEP as soon as 
they register and contact ADRABA well in advance of any assignment, test, exam, 
or project and discuss any necessary accommodation. 
ADRABA will also accommodate English Language Learners through instructional 
strategies, learning resources, and assessment strategies. 
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DIPLOMAS and CERTIFICATES 
We said it above, but it bears repeating: 
You must remain in secondary school until the age of eighteen or until you 
have obtained an Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD). To obtain your 
OSSD, you are required to earn a total of 30 credits, including 18 compulsory 
credits and 12 optional credits.  

Requirements for OSSD 
Students must earn the following 18 compulsory credits in order to earn an 
Ontario Secondary School Diploma:  

• 4 credits in English (1 credit per grade)* 

• 3 credits in Mathematics (at least 1 credit in Grade 11 or 12) 2 credits in 
Science 

• 1 credit in Canadian history 

• 1 credit in Canadian geography 

• 1 credit in the Arts (Drama, Music, or Visual Arts) 

• 1 credit in Health and Physical Education 

• 1 credit in French as a Second Language 

• 0.5 credit in Career Studies 

• 0.5 credit in Civics 
PLUS: One credit from each of the following groups:  
Group 1: 1 additional credit in English, or French as a second language, or a 
Native language, or a classical or an international language, or social 
sciences and the humanities, or Canadian and world studies, or guidance 
and career education, or cooperative education. 
Group 2: 1 additional credit in Health and physical education, or the arts, or 
business studies, French as a second language, or cooperative education. 
Group 3: 1 additional credit in Science (Grade 11 or 12), technological 
education, French as a second language, computer studies, or cooperative 
education. 
In addition to the compulsory credits, students must complete 12 optional 
credits, 40 hours of community involvement activities and an Ontario 
Secondary School Literacy Requirement. 

At this stage, ADRABA does not map out your OSSD requirements. You are highly 
encouraged to seek course guidance from your home school. However, we can 
make suggestions about course choices to ensure selections best suit your needs. 
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Ontario Secondary School Literacy Requirement 
In order to earn an Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD), you must take the 
Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT).  
The purpose of this test is to determine whether you possess skills in reading and 
writing to be successful in school, work, and daily life. 
Once you successfully pass the OSSLT, you may not take it again.  
Students who are not successful in passing the OSSLT will have additional 
opportunities to retake the test to meet this requirement. Students must meet the 
required literacy skills in order to graduate. The OSSLT is taken by students in 
Grade 10 at their home school.  
For students with Individual Education Plans who are not working toward an OSSD, 
with approval from the principal and parental consent, they may be exempt from 
taking the OSSTL. The IEP must include documentation to support an exemption 
from the literacy graduation requirement and a clear indication that the student is 
not working towards an OSSD. Both parental consent and the approval of the 
principal are required for an exemption. 
School boards must provide accommodations that enable students with special 
education needs to participate in the educational setting. Necessary 
accommodations must be made to ensure that students who are receiving special 
education programs and services and who have an Individual Education Plan (IEP) 
have a fair and equal opportunity to successfully complete the OSSLT or the 
OSSLC.  
Accommodations change only the way in which the OSSLT is administered or the 
OSSLC is taught, or the way in which the student responds to the components of 
the test or the course. They do not alter the content of the test or the expectations 
of the course or affect the validity or reliability of the test or the evaluation of 
student learning in the course.  
The accommodations that may be necessary in order to give students with special 
education needs the best possible opportunity to successfully complete the 
OSSLT or the OSSLC may take several forms. In each case, the accommodation 
used must normally be specified in the student’s IEP. Details about the 
accommodations that may be provided for the OSSLT and the process for seeking 
accommodations are outlined in the EQAO Guide for Accommodations, Special 
Provisions, Deferrals and Exemptions. 
English language learners may be given special provisions if the principal deems 
such provisions to be in the best educational interest of the student.  
Deferrals are intended for students who are working towards an OSSD and who 
have not yet acquired a level of proficiency in English that would allow them to 
successfully complete the test. Deferrals may also be granted to students who are 
unable to write the test at the scheduled time owing to illness, injury, or other 
extenuating circumstances or to students who are new to the school and cannot 
be provided with the appropriate accommodations in time. Documentation must 
be submitted to the principal of the school in such cases. 
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For students who have had two opportunities to write the OSSLT but have been 
unsuccessful in passing the test, the principal may determine that the best course 
of action is for the student to enrol in the Ontario Secondary School Literacy 
Course (OSSLC).  
By successfully completing the OSSLC, students are considered to have met the 
literacy graduation requirement.  
The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test is not administered by ADRABA. 
You must complete the OSSLT or take the OSSLC at your public or private 
high school. 

Substitutions for Compulsory Credit Requirements 
Depending on students’ special needs or to enrich student learning, the principal 
may substitute up to three compulsory credits with courses from other subject 
areas specified in the list of compulsory credit requirements.  
Once a parent/guardian requests a substitution, the principal will determine if the 
course substitution best serves the needs of the student, and in consultation with 
parents and other educational staff, will determine the most appropriate course of 
action. Each substitution will be recorded on the student’s Ontario Student 
Transcript.  
All requests for substitutions for compulsory credit requirement will be determined 
by the students’ public or private high school. ADRABA does not offer 
substitutions towards compulsory credits and does not determine suitability 
for course substitutions. 

Ontario Secondary School Certi!cate Requirements 
In order to earn an Ontario Secondary School Certificate (OSSC), you must earn a 
minimum of 14 credits, including 7 compulsory credits and 7 optional credits.  
7 required compulsory credits:  
Students must earn the following credits to obtain the Ontario Secondary School 
Certificate:  

• 2 credits in English  

• 1 credit in Mathematics 

• 1 credit in Science 

• 1 credit in Canadian Geography or Canadian History 

• 1 credit in Health and Physical Education 

• 1 credit in the arts, computer studies, or technological education  
7 elective credits selected by students from available courses  
Substitutions for compulsory credits also apply to the OSSC.  
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Certi!cate of Accomplishment 
Students who leave school without fulfilling the requirements for the Ontario 
Secondary School Diploma or the Ontario Secondary School Certificate may be 
granted a Certificate of Accomplishment. This certificate may be a useful means of 
recognizing achievement for students who plan to take certain vocational 
programs or other kinds of further training, or who plan to find employment after 
leaving school.  

Community Involvement 
As part of the diploma requirements, you must complete a minimum of 40 hours of 
“community involvement activities.”  
These activities may be completed at any time during your years in the secondary 
school program. The requirement is to be completed outside of your normal 
instructional hours – that is, the activities are to take place during your designated 
lunch hours, after school, on weekends, or during school holidays.  
You may not fulfil the requirement through experiential education opportunities 
that are counted towards a credit (i.e., cooperative education and work 
experience), through paid work, or by assuming duties normally performed by a 
paid employee.  
ADRABA does not offer community involvement opportunities to students 
throughout the school year.  
ADRABA does not manage your acquired community service involvement 
hours. 
Your home public and private high schools will keep record of all community 
involvement hours obtained by you through prescribed documentation forms.  

“Reach Ahead” Credits 
Under exceptional circumstances, a student in Grade 8, with parental consent, 
may be given permission by the Principal of ADRABA in consultation with their 
elementary school principal to take a “reach ahead” secondary school course, 
during the school year prior to entering Grade 9.  
The Principal of ADRABA assumes responsibility for evaluating the student’s 
achievement and for granting and recording the credit.  
ADRABA is offering Canadian History (CHC2D) as a “reach ahead” course to 
elementary school students in the 2023–2024 school year.  
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CURRICULUM 
At ADRABA, we create opportunities for you to hone and extend your critical 
thinking and learn skills while developing uniquely Jewish perspectives. 

Secondary School Credits 
ADRABA offers single credit courses.  
You will earn a credit when you receive a 50% grade or higher in a course.  
A course must consist of a minimum of 110 instructional hours of planned 
learning activities that meet the course curriculum expectations.  
A half credit may be granted for each 55-hour part of a 110-hour ministry 
developed course.  
Half credit courses must comply with ministry requirements as outlined in the 
curriculum policy documents. 
“Synchronous learning” is defined as the time during which you participate in 
planned learning activities including interactions between teacher and student and 
assigned individual and group work (other than homework) related to the 
expectations. Planned learning activities are typically delivered through classroom 
instruction, seminars and independent study projects.  
The principal is authorized to grant credits on behalf of the Ministry of Education 
for courses developed or approved by the Ministry.  
You can access access to course outlines and Ontario curriculum policy 
documents HERE. 

Types of Courses 
For Grades 9-10, there are four different types of courses:  

• Academic courses develop your knowledge and skills through the study 
of theory and abstract problems. These courses focus on the essential 
concepts of a subject and explore related concepts as well. They 
incorporate practical applications as appropriate.  

• Applied courses focus on the essential concepts of a subject and develop 
your knowledge and skills through practical applications and concrete 
examples. Familiar situations are used to illustrate ideas, and you are given 
more opportunities to experience hands-on applications of the concepts 
and theories they study.  

• Open courses which comprise a set of expectations that are appropriate 
for all students, are designed to broaden your knowledge and skills in 
subjects that reflect their interests and prepare them for active and 
rewarding participation in society. They are not designed with the specific 
requirements of university, college, or the workplace in mind.  

13

https://www.adraba.ca/co_ocpd/


ADRABA School Course Calendar

• De-streamed courses which reflect a new effort on the part of the 
province to address systemic racism and discrimination in schools, help 
ensure all students are given equitable opportunities to succeed, and 
reach their full potential in school and beyond. Streamed courses involved 
separating students into different course types such as Academic,Applied 
and Locally Developed. Schools will no longer be offering courses in the 
Applied Stream. By ending early streaming, students can keep future 
options open. Students also benefit from learning in groups with students 
of varied abilities and interests in which teachers have high expectations 
for all students and a clear understanding that all students can be 
successful. 

For Grades 11 and 12, there are five types of courses: 

• College preparation courses are designed to equip you with the 
knowledge and skills you need to meet the entrance requirements for 
most college programs or for admission to specific apprenticeship or 
other training programs.  

• University preparation courses are designed to equip you with the 
knowledge and skills you need to meet the entrance requirements for 
university programs.  

• University/College preparation courses are designed to equip you with 
the knowledge and skills you need to meet the entrance requirements for 
specific programs offered at universities and colleges.  

• Workplace preparation courses are designed to equip you with the 
knowledge and skills you need to meet the expectations of employers, if 
you plan to enter the workforce directly after graduation, or the 
requirements for admission to certain apprenticeship or other training 
programs.  

• Open courses which comprise a set of expectations that are appropriate 
for all students, are designed to broaden your knowledge and skills in 
subjects that reflect your interests and prepare you for active and 
rewarding participation in society. They are not designed with the specific 
requirements of university, college, or the workplace in mind.  

Course Coding System 
Course codes consist of five characters: three letters followed by a number and 
letter (For example, ENG3U means English, Grade 11, University level course)  
The first three letters indicate the subject area and discipline. For example: 

A: Arts 
B: Business Studies 
C: Canadian and World Studies 
L: Classical and International Languages I: Computer Studies 
E: English 
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F: French 
G: Guidance and Career Education 
P: Health and Physical Education 
M: Mathematics 
N: Native Studies 
S: Science 
H: Social Sciences and the Humanities  
T: Technological Education  

The fourth character represents the grade. 
1: Grade 9  
2: Grade 10  
3: Grade 11  
4: Grade 12  

The type of course and the course pathway is indicated in the last character of the 
course code.  

D: Academic 
O: Open 
P: Applied 
C: College 
M: University/College  
U: University  
E: Workplace 
W: De-streamed 

Each of the above types of credits can be used toward an Ontario Secondary 
School Diploma, however “U” and “M” level courses are designed to be used 
towards the acceptance into Ontario Universities and/or colleges. 

ADRABA currently offers Open, Academic, University Preparation and 
University/College Preparation Courses. 

Locally Developed Courses 
ADRABA is planning to develop locally developed courses to accommodate 
students’ educational needs and provide our students with Jewish subject matters 
that are not met through courses within the provincial curriculum policy 
documents.  
Such courses are reviewed and approved by the Ontario Ministry of Education 
Supervisory Officer 
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Prerequisite Courses 
Courses in Grades 10, 11, and 12 may require prerequisites for enrolment. 
Prerequisite courses are identified in Ministry curriculum policy documents and 
school course calendars.  
When choosing courses, it is in your best interests to select the prerequisites that 
will allow you to pursue the courses that you would want to take in the higher 
grades. 
ADRABA provides you and your parent/guardians with clear information regarding 
the prerequisites needed to take particular courses.  
ADRABA reviews all prerequisites prior to the start of the course.  

Waiving Prerequisite Courses 
Courses in Grade 11 and 12 may have prerequisites as a requirement for enrolment. 
If a parent or you requests, through a prerequisite waiver form, that a prerequisite 
be waived, the principal will determine whether the request is appropriate through 
a variety of means, including personal observation, oral and/or written 
examinations, etc., to determine whether the student is academically appropriate 
to have a prerequisite waived.  After reviewing academic grade reports, consulting 
with parents, you, and the teacher(s) of the course, the Principal and/or other 
administrators will make the decision of whether a prerequisite should be waived. 

Changing Course Types 
There are times when you might change their educational goals and may require a 
change of course types. In Grades 10-12, given that the prerequisite of a course is 
met, you may change into a new course. If the prerequisite has not been met, you 
may take summer, night, independent study project, or an e-learning course to 
obtain the specified prerequisite. If the principal believes that you can be 
successful in the new course, without the prerequisite, the principal may waive the 
prerequisite. 

Withdrawal from a Course 
According to the full disclosure policy of the Ontario Ministry of Education, if you 
withdraw from a Grade 11 or 12 course more than five instructional days after the 
second report card is issued in a non-semester school, your course will be 
recorded as a “W” for withdrawal, and the your percentage mark at the time of 
withdrawal will be documented in the “Percentage Mark” column. 
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Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) 
Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) is a formal evaluation and 
accreditation process where students enrolled in public, private, or independent 
learning centres may have their skills and knowledge evaluated against the 
provincial curriculum policy document in order to earn credits toward their 
secondary school diploma.  
The PLAR procedure involves the challenge component, where students’ prior 
learning is assessed with the purpose of determining whether prior learning has 
met provincial curriculum expectations, and the equivalency component, where 
credentials from other jurisdictions are assessed.  
The PLAR process is carried out under the direction of the principal.  
ADRABA does not award credit equivalencies for Prior Learning Assessment 
and Recognition (PLAR).  

SCHOOL SUPPORT SERVICES 

School Support Services and Guidance 
Through a guidance and career education program, you can acquire the 
knowledge and skills to learn effectively, to live and work cooperatively and 
productively with people, to pursue educational and career goals, and to carry out 
their social responsibilities.  
ADRABA does not offer guidance or career education to our students.  

Computer Labs, Resources Centres and Community 
Resources 
As we are mostly online for 2022-2023, we do not have a computer lab, but we 
can provide a loaner laptop for students who require accommodations.  
ADRABA also does not have an onsite library, but we do apprise students of 
online resources as well as local libraries and community facilities in the 
community. 

Remedial and Music Programs 
ADRABA does not offer remedial services or credits for music programs. 
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EXPERIENTIAL EDUCATION 
All of ADRABA’s courses comply with Ministry of Education policies and guidelines 
in which there is a minimum of 110 hours of instruction in accordance with Ontario 
Secondary Schools Program Diploma Requirements (OSSD).  
Experiential learning may be part of the delivery of the curriculum in all disciplines 
and provides students with a chance to apply their classroom learning to outside 
opportunities.  
In 2022-2023, ADRABA does not offer experiential learning opportunities 
outside of the regular class hours. 

Co-operative Education 
Co-operative education programs allow you to earn secondary school credits 
while completing a work placement in the community. These programs 
complement your academic programs and are valuable for all students, whatever 
their postsecondary destination. 
ADRABA does not offer co-operative education.  

Job-Shadowing and Twinning 
Job-shadowing provides you with an opportunity to spend half a day, and up to 
three days, observing a worker in a specific occupation. Job twinning provides you 
an opportunity to bserve a cooperative education student at his/her placement for 
one-half to one day.  
ADRABA does not offer job shadowing or twinning to our students in Grades 
9-12 as part of our curriculum.  

ADDITIONAL WAYS TO COMPLETE COURSES 
All students are able to complete alternative ways to complete courses through 
the Independent Learning Centre, e-learning, continuing education, private study, 
etc.  

E-Learning  
E-learning is where courses are delivered online to students in Grades 9-12. E-
learning includes the use of digital resources in a virtual classroom setting, where 
there is distance between the e-learning teacher and students. For courses that 
are delivered online, the curriculum expectations for the course are addressed.  
ALL but ONE of ADRABA’s courses for high school students are delivered 
online in 2022-2023.  
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Continuing Education  
Continuing education are learning opportunities that take place outside the regular 
day school program and during the summer months.  
ADRABA does not offer continuing education learning opportunities.  

Private Study  
A student may be permitted to take one or more courses through private study if 
the student has a valid reason for not attending classes or if the school does not 
offer the course. The school must be willing to monitor the student’s progress and 
evaluate student work.  
ADRABA does not offer Private Study opportunities.  

INDEPENDENT STUDY 
An Independent Study Project involves a teacher assigning to you components of 
a course for you to complete independently, but under the supervision of the 
teacher.  
You are excused from attending some classes in a course in order to study 
independently.  
The classroom teacher will suggest resources, evaluate achievement, and ensure 
the total work involved is equivalent to the expected time scheduled for the 
course.  
You must demonstrate their achievement of the overall curriculum expectations of 
the course through the completion of the independent study project.  
ADRABA offers students the opportunity in all classes to complete an independent 
study project under the supervision of their classroom teacher.  
The cumulative application project combines content and course expectations. 
The completion of the independent study project demonstrates student 
achievement of the various course curriculum expectations.  
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SCHOOL COURSE OUTLINES & DESCRIPTIONS 
All course outlines are available from ADRABA upon request. 
To access the Ontario Curriculum Policy Documents for Secondary Schools, click 
HERE. 

Grade 10:  Canadian History Since World War 1 
Course Code: CHC2D 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description: 
This course explores social, economic, and political developments and events and 
their impact on the lives of different individuals, groups, and communities, 
including First Nations, Métis, and Inuit individuals and communities, in Canada 
since 1914. Students will examine the role of conflict and cooperation in Canadian 
society, Canada’s evolving role within the global community, and the impact of 
various individuals, organizations, and events on identities, citizenship, and 
heritage in Canada. Students will develop an understanding of some of the 
political developments and government policies that have had a lasting impact on 
First Nations, Métis, and Inuit individuals and communities. They will develop their 
ability to apply the concepts of historical thinking and the historical inquiry 
process, including the interpretation and analysis of evidence, when investigating 
key issues and events in Canadian history since 1914.  

Grade 11:  World Religions and Belief Traditions 
Course Code: HRT3M 
Prerequisite: None 
Course Description: 
This course provides students with opportunities to explore various world religions 
and belief traditions. Students will develop knowledge of the terms and concepts 
relevant to this area of study, will examine the ways in which religions and belief 
traditions meet various human needs, and will learn about the relationship 
between belief and action. They will examine sacred writings and teachings, 
consider how concepts of time and place influence different religions and belief 
traditions, and develop research and inquiry skills related to the study of human 
expressions of belief. 
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Grade 11:  Media Studies 
Course Code: EMS3O 
Prerequisite: ENG2P, English, Grade 10, Applied or ENG2D, English, Grade 

10, Academic  

Course Description: 
This course emphasizes knowledge and skills that will enable students to 
understand media communication in the twenty-first century and to use media 
effectively and responsibly. Through analysing the forms and messages of a 
variety of media works and audience responses to them, and through creating 
their own media works, students will develop critical thinking skills, aesthetic and 
ethical judgement, and skills in viewing, representing, listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing.  This course will use media and coverage of Israel-Palestine as a 
case-study.  

Grade 12:  Philosophy: Questions and Theories 
Course code:  HZT4U 
Prerequisite:  Any university or university/college preparation course in Social 

Sciences and Humanities, English, or Canadian and World 
Studies 

Course Description:  
This course enables students to acquire an understanding of the nature of 
philosophy and philosophical reasoning skills and to develop and apply their 
knowledge and skills while exploring specialized branches of philosophy (the 
course will cover at least three of the following branches: metaphysics, ethics, 
epistemology, philosophy of science, social and political philosophy, aesthetics).∗ 
Students will develop critical thinking and philosophical reasoning skills as they 
formulate and evaluate arguments related to a variety of philosophical questions 
and theories. They will also develop research and inquiry skills related to the study 
and practice of philosophy.  

Grade 12:   Interdisciplinary Studies 
Course Code:  IDC4U 
Prerequisites:  Any university or university/college preparation course or by 

permission. 
Course Description:  
This course will help students develop and consolidate the skills required for and 
knowledge of different subjects and disciplines to solve problems, make decisions, 
create personal meaning, and present findings beyond the scope of a single 
subject and discipline. Students will apply the principles and processes of inquiry 
and research to effectively use a range of print, electronic, and mass media 
resources; to analyze historical innovations and exemplary research; and to 
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investigate real-life situations and career opportunities in interdisciplinary 
endeavours. They will also assess their own cognitive and affective strategies, 
apply general skills in both familiar and new contexts, and communicate new 
knowledge.  
This course combines the expectations for Interdisciplinary Studies, Grade 12, 
University Preparation with selected expectations from Grade 11 World 
Religions and Belief Traditions: Perspectives, Issues, and Challenges 
(HRT3M), Grade 11 Food and Culture (HFC3M) and Grade 12 Nutrition and 
Health (HFA4U). 
In the context of an exploration of Jewish food, foodways, history and traditions, 
this course focuses on the flavours, aromas, cooking techniques, foods, and 
cultural traditions of Jewish cuisines from across North America, Europe, North 
Africa and the Middle East.  
Students will explore the origins of and developments in diverse food traditions. 
They will demonstrate the ability to cook with ingredients and equipment from a 
variety of cultures, compare food-related etiquette in many countries and cultures, 
and explain how Jewish-Canadian food choices and traditions have been 
influenced by other cultures.  
Students will also focus on guidelines for making nutritious food choices, the 
factors that influence food choices, including beliefs, attitudes, current trends, 
traditional eating patterns, food-marketing strategies, and individual needs.   
Students will also examine the relationships between the nutritional needs of 
individuals at different stages of life; and the role of nutrition in health and 
disease. They will evaluate nutrition-related trends and will determine how food 
choices can promote food security and environmental responsibility. 

ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION OF STUDENT 
ACHIEVEMENT 
The primary purpose of assessment and evaluation is to improve your learning. 
Information gathered through assessment and evaluations helps teachers to 
identify students’ difficulties as well as to detect weaknesses in programs. 
Assessment and evaluations are important tools for adapting curriculum and 
instructional approaches to students’ needs and for determining the overall 
effectiveness of programs and classroom practices.  
Assessment is the process of gathering information from a variety of sources 
(including assignments, projects, and a midterm) that accurately reflect how well 
you are achieving the curriculum expectations.  
As part of assessment, teachers provide you with descriptive feedback that guides 
your effort towards improvement.  
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Please note that the breakdown of the final mark of any course will be as follows:  

• 70% of the grade is based on evaluations conducted throughout the 
course, with special consideration being given to more recent and more 
consistent evidence of achievement. 

• 30% of the grade is based on a final evaluation, in a form suitable to the 
course content.  

See below for a full mark breakdown.  
Assessment and evaluation strategies are based on the provincial curriculum 
expectations and on the achievement level descriptions and categories in the 
achievement chart.  
Assessment and evaluation strategies are varied in nature, administered over a 
period of time and designed to provide opportunities for you to demonstrate the 
full range of your learning.  
In addition, teachers will use both their professional judgment and student 
observations in evaluating specific criteria and achievement.  
ADRABA has a responsive and nimble system of assessment, evaluation, and 
reporting, which ensures that students have an accurate reflection of what is 
expected of them academically throughout the year.  
Information gathered through an assessment helps teachers determine students' 
strengths and weaknesses as well as their overall understanding of course 
material. In addition, an assessment helps educators adjust their teaching 
methods in order to insure the maximum amount of effective learning for each 
student.  
An assessment is the process of gathering information from a variety of products, 
observations and conversations that accurately reflects how well you are achieving 
the curriculum expectations in a course.  
As part of an assessment, teachers provide you with descriptive feedback that 
guides your efforts towards improvement. Evaluation refers to the process of 
judging the quality of student work on the basis of established criteria, and 
assigning a value to represent that quality. In Ontario secondary schools, the value 
assigned is in the form of a percentage grade. 
In order to ensure that assessment and evaluation are valid and reliable, and that 
they lead to the improvement of student learning, teachers must use assessment 
and evaluation strategies which:  

• address both what you learn and how well you learn; 

• are based both on the categories of knowledge and skills and on the 
achievement chart; 

• descriptions given in Ministry documents; 

• are varied in nature, administered over a period of time, and designed to 
provide opportunities for students to demonstrate the full range of their 
learning;  
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• are appropriate for the learning activities used, the purposes of 
instruction, and the needs and experiences of the students;  

• are fair and transparent to all students;  

• ensure that each student is given clear directions for improvement;  

• promote students' ability to assess their own learning and to set specific 
goals;  

• are communicated clearly to students and parents at the beginning of the 
course and at other appropriate points throughout the course  

Your marks are calculated using the following breakdown. 

The balance of the weighting of the categories of the achievement chart 
throughout each course is: 

Knowledge = 25%    Communication = 25% 
Thinking / Inquiry = 25%   Application = 25%

Breakdown of Course Evaluation 

The Achievement Chart 
The Ontario curriculum for Grades 1 to 12 comprises content standards and 
performance standards.  

Percentage of Final Mark Categories of Mark Breakdown

70% Evaluations throughout the year based on performance 
in products, observations, conversations etc.

30% Culminating Project

Term 1 Term 2 Cumulative

Mini Responses/Assignments 
Written Responses 
Oral Presentations/Debates 
Observation/Conversations  
Quizzes 

30% 40%

Final Culminating Project 30%

30% 40% 30%
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Assessment and evaluation will be based on both the content standards and the 
performance standards.  
The content standards are the curriculum expectations identified for every subject 
and discipline. They describe the knowledge and skills students are expected to 
develop and demonstrate in their class work, on tests, and in various other 
activities on which their achievement is assessed and evaluated.  
There are two sets of curriculum expectations – overall expectations and 
specific expectations.  
The overall expectations describe in general terms the knowledge and skills that 
students are expected to demonstrate by the end of each grade or course.  
The specific expectations describe the expected knowledge and skills in greater 
detail.  
Taken together, the overall and specific expectations represent the mandated 
curriculum – the content standards.  
The performance standards are outlined in the achievement chart that appears in 
the elementary and secondary curriculum document for every subject or 
discipline.  
The achievement chart for each subject/discipline is a standard province-wide 
guide and is to be used by all teachers as a framework within which to assess and 
evaluate student achievement of the expectations in the particular subject or 
discipline.  
It enables teachers to make consistent judgements about the quality of student 
learning based on clear performance standards and on a body of evidence 
collected over time. It also provides teachers with a foundation for developing 
clear and specific feedback for students and parents.  

Evaluation/Assessment of Learning 
Evaluation refers to the process of judging the quality of your learning on the basis 
of established performance standards and assigning a value to represent that 
quality.  
Evaluation accurately summarizes and communicates to parent/guardians, other 
teachers, employers, institutions of further education, and students themselves 
what you know and can do with respect to the overall curriculum expectations.  
Evaluation is based on assessment of learning that provides evidence of your 
achievement at strategic times throughout the grade/course, often at the end of a 
period of learning.  
All curriculum expectations must be accounted for in instruction and assessment, 
but evaluation focuses on your achievement of the overall expectations.  
Your achievement of the overall expectations is evaluated on the basis of your 
achievement of related specific expectations.  
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The overall expectations are broad in nature, and the specific expectations define 
the particular content or scope of the knowledge and skills referred to in the 
overall expectations.  
Teachers will use their professional judgement to determine which specific 
expectations should be used to evaluate achievement of the overall expectations, 
and which ones will be accounted for in instruction and assessment but not 
necessarily evaluated.  
Teachers use a variety of assessment strategies to elicit information about your 
learning. These strategies are triangulated and include observations, student-
teacher conversations, and student products.  
Teachers gather information about learning by: 

• designing tasks that provide you with a variety of ways to demonstrate 
your learning; 

• observing you as you perform tasks; 

• posing questions to help you make your thinking explicit; 

• engineering classroom and small-group conversations that encourage you 
to articulate what you are thinking and further develop your thinking.  

Teachers then use the information gathered to adjust instruction and provide 
feedback.  For more in-depth discussion about these strategies, please see the 
Ministry’s “Growing Success” document HERE.  

Determining a Report Card Grade 
Teachers will take various considerations into account before making a decision 
about the grade to be entered on the report card.  
The teacher will consider all evidence collected through Triangulated Assessment 
strategies which include: observations, conversations, and student products (i.e., 
quizzes, assignments for evaluation).  
The teacher will consider the evidence for all the quizzes and assignments for 
evaluation that you have completed or submitted, the number of quizzes or 
assignments for evaluation that were not completed or submitted, and the 
evidence of achievement that is available for each overall expectation for a subject 
in a particular grade or course.  
In addition, the teacher will consider that some evidence carries greater weight 
than other evidence; for example, some performance tasks are richer and reveal 
more about students’ skills and knowledge than others.  

Learning Skills and Work Habits 
Your development of learning skills and work habits is an integral part of learning. 
Assessing, evaluating, and reporting on the achievement of curriculum 
expectations and on the demonstration of learning skills and work habits 
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separately allows teachers to provide information to the parent/guardians and you 
that is specific to each of the two areas of achievement.  
The learning skills and work habits are evaluated and reported as follows: E – 
Excellent, G – Good, S – Satisfactory, N – Needs Improvement  

Learning Skills and Work Sample Behaviours

Responsibility ✦ Fulfils responsibilities and commitments within the 
learning environment.  

✦ Completes and submits class work, homework, and 
assignments according to agreed-upon timelines.  

✦ Takes responsibility for and manages own 
behaviour. 

Organization ✦ Devises and follows a plan and process for 
completing work and tasks. 

✦ Establishes priorities and manages time to 
complete tasks and achieve goals. 

✦ Identifies, gathers, evaluates, and uses information, 
technology, and resources to complete tasks. 

Independent Work ✦ Independently monitors, assesses, and revises 
plans to complete tasks and meet goals. 

✦ Uses class time appropriately to complete tasks.  
✦ Follows instructions with minimal supervision. 
✦ Follows instructions with minimal supervision 

Collaboration ✦ Accepts various roles and an equitable share of 
work in a group. 

✦ Responds positively to the ideas, opinions, values, 
and traditions of others. 

✦ Builds healthy peer-to-peer relationships through 
personal and media-assisted interactions. 

✦ Works with others to resolve conflicts and build 
consensus to achieve group goals. 

✦ Shares information, resources, and expertise, and 
promotes critical thinking to solve problems and 
make decisions. 
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REPORTING PERIODS TO HOME SCHOOLS 
In November, ADRABA reports to your home school the course in which you are 
currently enrolled.  
ADRABA submits a final grade at the end of June for Grade 12 students and in July 
for Grade 8-11 students.  
For students in Grade 12 applying to OUAC or OCAS, students will submit their 
application numbers to ADRABA, and we will submit to OUAC and OCAS directly at 
midterm (February), any updates in April, and final grades in June. 

Initiative ✦ Looks for and acts on new ideas and opportunities 
for learning. 

✦ Demonstrates the capacity for innovation and a 
willingness to take risks.  

✦ Demonstrates curiosity and interest in learning.  
✦ Approaches new tasks with a positive attitude.  
✦ Recognizes and advocates appropriately for the 

rights of self and others.

Self-Regulation ✦ Sets own individual goals and monitors progress 
towards achieving them. 

✦ Seeks clarification or assistance when needed. 
✦ Assesses and reflects critically on own strengths, 

needs, and interests. 
✦ Identifies learning opportunities, choices, and 

strategies to meet personal needs and achieve 
goals.  

✦ Perseveres and makes an effort when responding to 
challenges.

Problem Solving ✦ Effectively analyzes and evaluates evidence, 
arguments, claims and beliefs. 

✦ Understands and makes connections between 
information and arguments. 

✦ Effectively identifies and asks significant questions 
that clarify various points of view and lead to better 
solutions.

Learning Skills and Work Sample Behaviours
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RECORDS AND REPORTS 

Ontario Student Record 
The Ontario Student Record (OSR) is the record of a student’s educational 
progress through schools in Ontario.  
The Education Act requires that the principal of a school collect information “for 
inclusion in a record in respect of each pupil enrolled in the school and to 
establish, maintain, retain, transfer and dispose of the record.” The act also 
regulates access to an OSR: the OSR is “privileged for the information and use of 
supervisory officers and the principal and teachers of the school for the 
improvement of instruction” of the student. Each student and the parent(s) of a 
student who is not an adult (i.e., a student who is under the age of 18) must be 
made aware of the purpose and content of, and have access to, all the information 
in the OSR.  
An OSR will consist of the following components:  

• an OSR folder 

• report cards 

• an Ontario Student Transcript  

• a documentation file 

• an office index card 

• additional information identified as being conducive to the improvement of 
the instruction of the student.  

ADRABA does not hold your Ontario Student Records.  The OSR is kept at 
your Home School.  

Ontario Student Transcript (OST) 
The OST is your official record of credits earned and other graduation 
requirements completed.  
It is part of the Ontario Student Record.  
Copies of the transcript are available to students and graduates through the 
student’s home school only.  
ADRABA does not issue an Ontario Student Transcript.  
In Grades 9 and 10, only successfully completed courses will be recorded on the 
student transcript. If you withdraw from or fail to successfully complete a Grade 9 
or 10 courses, no entry will be made on the transcript.  
The Ministry of Education has a policy of full disclosure for Grades 11 and 12.  
This policy states that all Grade 11 and 12 courses attempted by students must be 
recorded on Ontario Student Transcripts.  
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Courses completed, dropped, or failed will appear on the OST along with marks 
earned in the program.  
If you withdraw from a Grade 11 or 12 course before a specified time, the 
withdrawal will not be recorded.  
Full disclosure applies to both semestered and non-semestered schools.  

PAYMENT INFORMATION 
ADRABA tuition is $1080 per course. 
It must be paid in full before the beginning of the school year in October. 
Subsidies are available. 

Refund Policy 
Students are encouraged to try ADRABA.  
Any student who chooses not to continue in the course can receive a refund minus 
a $54 administrative fee if they inform ADRABA in writing by November 1.  
Unfortunately, there are no exceptions to this policy.  
Any student who drops the course without informing ADRABA will still be entirely 
responsible for the full registration fee.
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